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[0035], (Family: none) 
Document 10 , JP 5V . 16072 A (Toyo Alum . nium Rabuahiki 

Karsha), 27 January l 98 2, claims, (Family 
none) 

Novelty 

Claims 1 to 6 are novel. 

Documents 1 to „ cited in the international search 
report do not disclose a powder coating material which 
composes powder coating particles that are configured by 
bonding a flake-like pigment to the surface of a 
thermosetting resin powder by means of an adhesive bonding 
agent, wherein the average particle diameter of the powde! 
coating particles is within a specified range and the 

27H "IT'" 9 bStWeen th — "ng resin powder 

and the flake-like pigment is also within a specified 
range . 



Inventive Step 

Claims 1 to 6 do not involve an inventive step in 
the light of documents 1 to 10 cited in the international 
search report. 

Document 4 discloses a powder coating material which 
comprises powder coating particles that are configured by 
bonding a flake-like pigment to the surface of a 
thermosetting resin powder by means of an adhesive bonding 
agent, and discloses the feature of subjecting the powder 
coating particles to a sieving operation. Therein, it is 
considered to be obvious to employ a bonding agent that 
exhibits a given degree of adhesion when bonded as the 
bonding agent for bonding the flake-like pigment to the 
surface of a thermosetting resin powder, and it would be 
-sy for a person skilled in the art to select a bonding 
agent that exhibits suitable 

sulta,3 - L e adhesion characteristics from 
among well-known adhesive sub^ a n^ Q „ 
esive sub stances as is appropriate in 

7TPFA//ino \r\ ,r ■ 
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order to adhere the flake-like pigment and the 
thermosetting resin powder in an suitable manner. Therein, 
resins such as those which are set forth in claim 5 are 
well known and commonly used as adhesive substances. 

In addition, a person skilled in the art could 
configure so that the powder coating particles that 
constitute the powder coating material have an average 
particle diameter that falls within an suitable range by 
means of a sieving operation or the like, as appropriate, 
and a person skilled in the art could also configure so ' 
that the thermosetting resin powder and the flake-like 
pigment are almost completely bonded, or, in other words, 
so that the degree of bonding therebetween is nearly 100%, 
as appropriate. 

Furthermore, it is considered to be easy for a 
person skilled in the art to conceive of using aluminum 
flakes with a resin composition coated upon the surfaces 
thereof as a pigment in the light of the disclosures of 
the abovementioned documents. 
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